State of New Jersey

OFFICE OF THE CORRECTIONS OMBUDPERSON
Special Assignment Report

	Institution:  Northern State Prison 
                      
	Date of Assignment:  April 14, 2021

	Assignment / Event:  

                                      Special Operations Group Search of Delta Unit



On Wednesday April 14, 2021, AO Farrell and AO Matthews attended the Special Operations Group (SOG) search of Delta Unit at Northern State Prison.  The Assistant Ombudspersons arrived on Unit D3W at 7:15 am as the strip search was beginning.  Following the completion of the search of D3W, SOG staff proceeded to search Unit D3E, followed by Unit D1W and finally Unit D1E.  All inmates were strip searched and escorted to the yard recreation modules prior to the cells being searched.  

Ombudspersons spoke with any inmate that posed questions/concerns while in the recreation modules. Two medical concerns were referred for immediate intervention.  One inmate expressed concerns regarding the “attitude” of SOG staff members during the search. This was referred following the search to the appropriate parties for any action deemed appropriate.  A total of 71 inmates were interviewed while the search was ongoing.  Any concerns that required investigation or additional review were provided responses in writing.   The Ombudspersons toured each unit and observed the cell searches in progress.  Items not authorized for retention were placed outside of each cell for removal.  The final search was completed at 5:35 pm.  
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